
Opening Hours
Monday - Friday

9am - 1pm & 2pm - 5pm

Contact Us
5 Mac Curtain St, 

Cork City
T23KD39

(021) 4505944
Text: (086) 8535574

mail@corkdeaf.ie

www.corkdeaf.ie

@corkdeafassociation

www.facebook.com/corkdeaf Working in partnership
with Deaf & Hard of
Hearing people for a 
more inclusive society

About us
The Cork Deaf Association is committed to
the empowerment of Deaf and Hard of
Hearing people in Cork city and county
through the provision of information,
advocacy and support services. We aim to
achieve a more inclusive society, where
Deaf and Hard of Hearing people enjoy
equality of opportunity, independence and
full citizenship.

Hearing loss affects some 8% of the
adult population. In the over 70 age
group this rises to some 50%.- Health
Service Executive

 
Approx 1 in 4 people will have some
degree of hearing loss by 2050 - World
Health Organisation

Approx 3,000-4,500 preschool and
school age children in Ireland will  have
a permanent hearing impairment -
Health Service Executive

The ISL Act 2017 officially recognises
Irish Sign Language as a native
language of Ireland

Facts & Stats



Education & Classes
Irish Sign Language (ISL) is the third official
language of Ireland. We proudly facilitate classes
throughout the year. Lip reading classes are also
available. 

Outreach
We are always seeking to extend and develop
our community network and promote deaf
awareness. We have outreach clinics, school

visits, information talks and
equipment demonstrations throughout
the city and county.  

Our ‘Deaftech’ service offers information and options
for those seeking advice and support on equipment
that supports them in the community and around the
home. There are options for Deaf & Hard of
Hearing people (e.g telephones, door bells,
smoke alarms, batteries etc) Medical card
holders can apply for some free equipment.

Assistive Technology

Social & Community Events
Community events are central to our
mission. Throughout the year, there are
family fun days, open days, workshops,
classes, coffee mornings and many social
events open to all ages. Summer trips, 
Easter meet ups and celebrations for International Week
of Deaf People in Sept are also hosted. Our Christmas visit
from Santa through ISL is always a great family event.

Tinnitus Support
We provide structured support for sufferers
and promote awareness of Tinnitus and
Tinnitus management. This includes 1:1
support, telephone support, information talks &  
support group meetings. We also runs Tinnitus Clinics,
which includes a free-of-charge hearing test
appointment with an audiologist.

 Information Centre
We offer specialist advice for both
Deaf and Hard of Hearing people 
on issues such as; Deafness and hearing loss,
Sign Language Interpreters, Tinnitus, Benefits &
entitlements. 

Hard of Hearing Support
Through 1:1 and group support, we
focus on reducing difficulties related to
hearing loss. Services include: learning 
how to use your hearing aid, building confidence
in communication situations, learning speech
reading (lipreading, facial expression, body
language) & learning how hearing loss affects
speech. 

Community & Support Groups
Our groups offer peer support through lived
experience, offering a safe and supportive
environment to socialise, share information, build
friendships and ask questions. These include:

Deaf Folks Group
Hard of Hearing Support Group
Tinnitus Support Group
Deaf Men’s Group
Busy Bees Pre-school Club (0- 5yrs)
Smiley Club (6 - 12 yrs)
Cool Youth Club (13 - 17yrs)
Young Adults Group
Deafblind Group
CODA (Children of Deaf Adults) Group

Family Support & Social Work
The Family Support Service is made up of
professionally qualified social workers, community
advocacy officers and assistive technology services.
They liaise with other professionals such as the
audiology service, early intervention teams and
schools. They work together to support the
empowerment and resilience of the community. 

Employment Support
Job search assistance, CV writing service,
interview preparation and mentoring are available
for Deaf & Hard of hearing people seeking support
in accessing employment, as well as information
on benefits and entitlements. 

Deaf Awareness
Deaf Awareness training aims to promote
understanding of Deafness and Deaf Culture. It
reduces barriers between Deaf and Hearing
people and combats discrimination. We run
training for corporate & public bodies, community
groups and the public.

Accessible Community Space
A custom designed accessible community space
that is used by many of our group and activities in
the city centre. It is a large 8.2m x 3.6m space,
with a raised stage area, kitchenette access and is
wheelchair friendly. It is available to hire for
meetings or training purposes. 


